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‘Every one of them comes to me with a story …’ 

Every woman knows a dress can hold a lifetime of memories, but imagine inheriting 
thousands that tell their own stories of love, loss, tragedy and joy.

Born in Hong Kong and raised in the US, Charlotte Smith has had her fair share of 
adventures and fabulous dresses. She lived, worked and partied hard in London, Paris and 
Monaco before  falling madly in love with an Australian park ranger and settling in the Blue 
Mountains outside Sydney. In between juggling housework and school lunches, Charlotte 
discovered she had inherited one of the biggest and most sought after private collections 
of vintage clothing in the world, after her American godmother, a Quaker named Doris 
Darnell, decided that Charlotte was the ideal caretaker for this priceless collection…. Then 
the boxes started arriving. Hundreds of them, containing thousands of items of clothing 
dating from 1790 to 1995… But best of all was Doris’s book of stories, lovely insider tales 
about the outfits and their owners.

In the tradition of Love, Loss and What I Wore, this lavishly illustrated 
book is not a catalogue but instead a delicious gift book full of the  
quirky and evocative stories from women who owned and who wore 
these dresses. From laugh-out-loud to poignant and moving, this is 
the book every woman, of any age, will want to buy for themselves 
or as  a gift

�
�	����	���	�����	

�	���	�
������
�
����	�������
&���"�
'��% ��	 
'��(
�	���
�
������
��������������
�))�����������
������	�	�
�����"�
'��	*"�
��
	� �	��
�
�*����	�%��	"��
�
+'�,��
�����
!� ��"#�$	
�%�

As colourful and boldly original as the man himself , The Mind and Times of Reg 
Mombassa is destined to become a collector’s item everyone w ill want

Through music, art, pop culture and Mambo T-shirts, Reg Mombassa has infiltrated 
popular culture for more than thirty years with a unique, laconic view of our world … and of 
his. He is a true renaissance man whose larrikin humour, strong social conscience and 
taste for the whimsical have touched all of us.

His sense of mischief resonated in the songs and performances of Mental As Anything, 
whose music became the soundtrack to a generation’s misbegotten youth. His eye for the 
absurd and his unapologetic idealism were revealed in his frequently macabre and always 
distinctive designs for Mambo. And his remarkable vision is reflected in his idiosyncratic 
pop art, and in the delicately realised fine art landscapes and portraits that celebrate and 
elevate the suburban. 

Sought by collectors around the world, his artwork has caught the eye of everyone from 
Patrick White to Elton John. As Andrew Denton says: ‘So great is the demand for his art 
that at Reg’s exhibitions, the red dots go up on the walls before the paintings do.’

Who else could have Elvis Costello producing his records, or the likes of Johnny Rotten, 
Crowded House and Mondo Rock seeking his record cover designs?

But there is much more to Reg Mombassa – and fellow New 
Zealander, painter and acclaimed journalist and writer Murray 
Waldren will divulge all in this superb illustrated biography. 
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A major new book from the internationally bestselli ng cookbook writer Donna Hay –
a fresh new approach to busy-day dinners

If you love to eat delicious, simple food, but have no time to cook, Donna Hay's sumptuous 
new book is the answer to your prayers.

Time poor and tired from a busy day – but don't want take away? No problem, look at the 
yummy options of Assembled Dinners.  Nothing much in the pantry, no time to do a proper 
shop? Take heart from the simple combinations in Donna' Fast Flavours chapter which 
need a few ingredients, a grill pan or a barbecue, and a few minutes to let intense flavours 
unfold.  Hate the thought of washing up pans and pots? The One Pot chapter lets you 
prepare gastronomic delights in one pan and One Dish serves up flavour combinations for 
dinner in a single dish. No good at planning for later? Turn to Donna's chapter on Freezing 
with flair, something she's re-discovering as working mum.

All this plus cheat's notes, hints on styling to help you ‘make simple special’, short cuts and 
of course the mouth-watering photography you expect from the world's leading cookbook 
writer.

•a return to the bestselling style of off the shelf and modern classics
• simple, practical recipes
• stylish yet accessible, brand new design
• Donna ramps up her international profile in 2009-2010 with a tv series 

and launch of donna hay for Royal Doulton homewares globally

And coming in 2009, Donna Hay’s Seasons . A luscious new project from 
Donna Hay that brings together seasonal recipes  with a beautifully styled 
and photographed  lifestyle bo����
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At the age of eight, Donna Hay skipped into a kitchen, picked up a mixing bowl and never 
looked back. She moved to the world of magazine test kitchens and publishing, where she 
established her trademark style of simple, smart and seasonal recipes all beautifully put 
together and photographed. It is food for every cook, every food lover, every day and every 
occasion. Her unique style turned her into an international food-publishing phenomenon as 
a bestselling author of 16 cookbooks, publisher of donna hay magazine, newspaper 
columnist, and creator of a homewares and food range. Her previous books have sold 
more than 2.2 million copies internationally and are renowned for their fresh style, easy-to-
follow recipes and inspirational photography. In January 2007 Donna Hay was named by 
the Gourmand awards as one of the best cookbook authors in the world.
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When trying to be Superwoman can make you feel like  a Fruit Loop

Having babies can be hard. Having a career can be hard. Having a successful 
relationship can be hard. But all three at once? 

This is not a book about having it all. Or not having it all. When she became a magazine 
editor at 24 and had a baby nine months later, Mia Freedman simply knew she wanted to 
be successful at everything she did, at home and at work. And then she woke up. Over 
the next decade she would experience the giddy highs and guilty lows of being a working 
mother. She would manage a staff of 70 but forget to pick up her son from after-school 
care. Twice. She would create sealed sections by day and read bedtime stories by night. 
She would wear a maternity bra under fashion-forward clothes that would make her look 
like a lactating cast member from Cirque du Soleil. She would rock the magazine world 
by using larger models and then be blasted by some feminists for not doing enough.

Newspaper columnist, author and former magazine editor Mia Freedman has been 
called the voice of her generation, and in Cereal For Dinner she writes candidly about the 
myth of perfection so many high profile women try to maintain. From the heartbreak of 
infertility to the joy of pregnancy this book is about being a wife, mother, friend, daughter, 
boss, employee and media personality – all at once. It’s about kicking big life goals early 
and often, and the surprising things that happen when you walk away from everything 
you thought you wanted.

Mia Freedman became editor of Australian Cosmopolitan at the age of 24 – the 
youngest ever woman to edit the magazine in the world. She went on to become Editor-
in-Chief of Cosmopolitan, Cleo and Dolly. She is a sought-after commentator on 
television and radio, and currently writes several popular newspaper columns. She also 
has her own website and popular blog, www.mamamia.com.au. She is the mother of 
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has her own website and popular blog, www.mamamia.com.au. She is the mother of 
three.

The violent attack that left a young woman clinging  to life by a thread made 
headlines. This is the inspiring story of how Laure n Huxley and her family turned 
tragedy into triumph. 

‘If there’s one thing I’ve learned it’s that the pleasure in life is doing what other people 
say you can’t.’ – Lauren Huxley

It was a shocking crime that made headlines – an innocent young woman, violently 
attacked in her family home by a total stranger and left to die. Beaten repeatedly and 
soaked with petrol as her home burned, Lauren Huxley’s life was hanging by a thread.

Lauren’s battle to survive caused an outpouring of public love and support. The crime 
was so horrific, so senseless, anyone who read about the attack couldn’t help thinking: 
how could I bear someone I loved to go through this?  

For her father, Patrick, mother Christine and sister Simone it was like being plunged into 
hell. Doctors gave Lauren only a five percent chance of survival. Her injuries were 
among the worst they had ever seen, so horrific that she was barely recognisable.  

But those insurmountable odds counted for little against the Huxley family’s 
determination, courage and love. Together, they started to rebuild their shattered lives … 
and Lauren started coming back.  

This is their extraordinary story.



He’s back…

In the latest book in his mega-selling science series – which includes the bestsellers 
Great Mythconceptions, Please Explain, and last year’s Science is Golden –
Australia’s favourite scientist answers more curly questions on Life, The Universe 
and Everything. No one conveys the excitement and wonder of science quite like Dr 
Karl, and this, his twenty-eighth book, takes us on another thoroughly entertaining 
exploration of the world around us. 

If you like your science fun and unpredictable, don’t miss this new addition to the Dr 
Karl library.

•Perfect gift for fathers and uncles who want to be absolute know-it-alls
•Perfect for young adults who want to make learning fun
•Impeccably researched and with an appealing sense of humour
•#1 celebrity science author in Australia. But these books have appeal beyond the 
author’s profile – quirkily written and appealingly illustrated, this series stands alone 
too.

Dr Karl’s previous book, Science is Golden has sold 63,000 copies, Please Explain
70,000 copies, It Ain’t Necesessarily So… Bro 62,000, and Great Mythconceptions
sold almost 50,000 copies in two months over the Christmas season . Dr Karl has 
also set the Australian Record for the most copies sold and signed in one signing 
(1162 books); and in November 2008 smashed the World Record for the most back-
to-back live radio interviews!
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Dr Karl Kruszelnicki is the Julius Sumner Miller Fellow at the University of Sydney. 
He appears on several ABC radio stations, the BBC, and is a regular on Australian 
TV and UK radio.  Dr Karl has been awarded an Australia Day Honour for his work 
as a science communicator. Dr Karl's appointment as a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) is the latest in a long list of accolades for the former scientist, 
engineer and paediatric emergency doctor, including an Ig Nobel Prize for his belly 
button lint research. Karl, who describes himself as ‘very mediocre as a scientist but 
pretty good at talking about it’, says his real achievements have been in making a 
difference to people's lives, and getting teenagers interested in science.

Dr Karl appears weekly on both commercial and BBC radio in the UK – his regular 
science phone-in on BBC Radio 5 live's Up All Night programme features Dr Karl 
answering the audience’s science questions with the help of presenter Rhod Sharp 
on BBC Radio 5 live. He also has a weekly half-hour spot on London’s X-FM, from 7 
to 7.30am on Alex Zane’s breakfast show. 

Backlist rights sold: USA (Andrews McMeel), Indonesian (BIP), Chinese Complex 
(Athena Press – Great Mythconceptions), Portuguese (Editora Fundamento), 
German (Piper Verlag), Bulgarian (Bard), Polish (Bauer-Weltbild), Hungary 
(Partvonal Kiado) , Korea (Goldenbough), India (HarperCollins India)
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The must-read story of the boy from Brisbane who be came a wartime hero and 
aviation trailblazer

Known to millions simply as ‘Smithy’, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith was one of 
Australia’s true twentieth-century legends. In an era in which aviators were superstars, 
Smithy was among the greatest.  Among other achievements, Kingsford Smith was the 
first person to fly across the Pacific, he broke the record for the fastest flight from 
England to Australia, and at one point he held more long-distance flying records than 
anyone else on the planet.

If that wasn’t enough, Smithy was also a war hero, receiving the Military Cross for 
gallantry in action after being shot – and losing three toes – during one of many flying 
missions during World War I. 

This comprehensive biography of Kingsford Smith, told with typical flair by bestselling 
author Peter FitzSimons, covers all the triumphs and tragedies of a daring and 
controversial life.

•Warm, accessible style about a true hero with international connections
•Author’s previous title, Tobruk, has sold 135,000 copies in Australia to date

Peter FitzSimons is a journalist and author of international renown who has 
interviewed dignitaries from President George Bush to Mother Teresa. He is one of the 
Sydney Morning Herald’s most popular columnists, and is also a regular contributor to 
the International Herald Tribune and London Daily Telegraph.
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‘Mosaic flows like a novel, which once started, is hard to put down. It is a 
compelling family history of extraordinary people o ut against some of the most 
frightening events of our century. The depth of emo tions evoked is stunning. I 
was thrilled and deeply moved’ Joseph Heller, autho r of Catch 22

This remarkable true story begins in the Polish city of Krakow in 1890 and spans one 
hundred years and four continents. God blessed Lieba and the devout Jewish patriarch 
Daniel Baldinger with eleven children, and this richly textured portrait follows their lives 
down the decades, through the terrifying years of the Holocaust, to the present time. 
Lives that personify the struggles and hopes of their century.

Mosaic is compelling storytelling at its best: from the fascinating detail of Polish-Jewish 
culture and the rivalries and dramas of family life, to its moving account of lives torn 
apart by war and persecution, this is an extraordinary story of a family, and of one 
woman’s journey to reclaim her heritage.

‘It is no small achievement and it bristles with life ... Mosaic is a work of many levels. 
But ultimately it succeeds because most of its characters demonstrate how the human 
spirit can soar way, way above adversity’ Sydney Morning Herald

‘A homage to Armstrong's family and a moving and poignant celebration of survival’ 
Booklist

‘A vivid, heartwarming, family memoir. The plot and her characters move along in a 
fast-paced, tightly-woven narrative’ Publishers Weekly

•A re-issue of the extraordinary international bestseller
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A child's-eye view of life, love and chocolate cake  

Kids tell it like it is. And they know some very useful stuff indeed. Such as the fact that 
you can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. Or it’s never a good idea to try to 
baptise a cat. You just can’t argue with these things. 

Our children are bursting to share commonsense advice that will help us grown-ups get 
through the day with a smile on our faces. Smart, warm, telling and funny, The World 
According To Kids captures a beautiful sense of the world seen from knee height.

Some of the contributors to this book have just learned to talk, others have been at it for 
a decade or so, but they all have something to say that will brighten your day. The 
sayings here will make you smile – and laugh out loud. Along with plenty of laughs there 
are grains of true wisdom about friendship and caring, pain and joy. 

These quotes have been submitted by parents worldwide – because the wisdom of 
children is universal. 

Sally Collings worked in book publishing in London and Sydney for almost twenty years. 
Now based in Brisbane and a mother of two, she is a freelance writer and editor. Her first 
book, Sophie's Journey, was published in April 2007 and became an immediate 
bestseller. 

The one-stop survival guide to staying sane during pregnancy

For many women, the emotional aspects of pregnancy are far more taxing than the 
physical ones. There’s no shortage of studies into the health of the foetus and the 
physical state of its incubator. But how women FEEL during pregnancy is largely ignored. 
It’s just pregnancy, right? They’ll cope. Unfortunately, not everyone does. 

This wise and very funny book is the result of hundreds of interviews with sympathetic 
professionals and pregnant chicks generous enough to reveal how they stayed sunny-
side up despite spending nine months in track pants the size of North Korea. It is the 
essential survival guide to staying sane during pregnancy – a time when complete 
strangers think it’s OK to grope your groin, when it’s tempting to eat not just for two but 
for three or four, and when even the most ginormous underpants fit better back-to-front. 

Everything you need to know to stay of the doldrums while up the duff:
•Tried-and-tested labour tips to help you blitz birth
•Emma Tom's hilarious pregnancy diary
•All the stuff those deadly serious, anatomical guides to pregnancy leave out

Emma Tom is an award-winning Sydney writer and broadcaster. Her column appears in 
The Australian newspaper weekly and she freelances widely for magazines and 
newspapers both in Australia and overseas. She has written six books including a novel, 
Deadset, which won the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Asia and the South Pacific for 
Best First Novel in 1997. In her spare time, Emma tutors and lectures at assorted 
Sydney universities and is inching her way through a PhD at the University of New South 
Wales. 
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Two mates conquering one of the roughest seas in th e world in a kayak

“Our journey across the Tasman was frightening at times. Sharks tearing at our hull, 30-
foot waves crashing over our kayak, and the possibility that the stern of the boat might be 
ripped away; these were all very real fears. Who were we to take on the Tasman Sea? 
But the little kid inside me screamed, �Go on, mate, give it a go.’” – James Castrission

With more than two thousand kilometres of treacherous seas and dangerously 
unpredictable weather and currents, not to mention the ever-present threat of sharks, it 
was little wonder no one had ever successfully crossed the Tasman by kayak. Australian 
adventurer Andrew McAuley had come close just months earlier – tragically, though, not 
near enough to save his life. But two young Sydneysiders, James Castrission and Justin 
Jones, reached the sand at New Plymouth – and a place in history – on 13 January 
2008, 62 days after they’d set off from Forster on the mid-north coast of New South 
Wales. 

In the process, they overcame a litany of difficulties, including dwindling food supplies, a 
string of technical problems and two close encounters with sharks, as well as one 
demoralising 14-day period in which – caught in a whirlpool – they found themselves 
being dragged back to Australia. When they arrived in New Zealand, they were sunburnt, 
bearded, underweight, physically and mentally wasted … and, most of all, happy to be 
alive.

James Castrission worked as a consultant and analyst for Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu 
before devoting his efforts full-time to his passions: mountaineering, rock climbing, 
bushwalking and kayaking. Crossing The Ditch is his first book..

Remarkable stories of survival and courage on the h igh seas

Hell On High Seas chronicles some of the most remarkable stories of survival and daring 
that the world’s oceans have hosted over the past half century. Bizarre, unbelievable 
accounts of people who went missing and were given up for dead, only to miraculously 
reappear months later. Amazing feats of daring on the high seas – some verging on 
madness, others where death is eluded through sheer courage, determination and 
innovation … or even divine intervention?

Five Mexican fishermen went to sea for a three-day shark-fishing trip and vanished  –
nine months later three of them reappeared; Maurice and Maralyn Bailey spent 117 days 
adrift in a rubber dinghy in the Pacific after their yacht was capsized by a whale; and 
Steve Callahan survived for 76 days in a rubber raft after his tiny 6.5-metre long yacht 
sank while he was racing single-handed across the Atlantic.

Rob Mundle is the author of the highly acclaimed international bestseller Fatal Storm. 
He has written six other books, including the bestselling biography Sir James Hardy: An 
Adventurous Life, and Life At The Extreme, the official record of the 2005/2006 Volvo 
Ocean Race round the world. He lives in Queensland.
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Inside the world’s most infamous surf tribe: the Br a Boys, in their own words

Life was never destined to be a smooth ride for the Abberton brothers. The four boys, all 
born to different fathers, grew up on Sydney’s Maroubra beach at a time when the place 
was shadowed with drugs and gang violence. Raised largely by their grandmother, 
Sunny, Jai, Koby and Dakota found solace in the surf, while finding solidarity with their 
mates, the Bra Boys. 

The official biography of the Abberton brothers, the book follows their story from its 
humble beginnings on the sands of Maroubra to global surf stardom, big-wave heroics, 
and the fateful events of 5 August 2003, when Jai shot dead Maroubra underworld figure 
Anthony Hines only to be later acquitted on grounds of self-defence. With a reputation for 
surfing hard, partying even harder and attracting trouble, the Bra Boys have polarised 
public opinion worldwide. For the first time in print, here’s everything you won’t read in 
the newspapers. 

Their story is raw, uncompromising, and told from the heart. Bra Boys, the documentary 
narrated by Russell Crowe, won awards internationally, and a major Hollywood feature 
film is now in pre-production.

•A mixture of surfing and true crime 
•High profile media family – US-based Koby in particular is 
constantly in  the tabloids for his exploits, including dating actress 
Tara Reid and teaching Paris Hilton and Juliette Lewis to surf
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What happens to men who are surrounded by death ...  day in, day out?

Hell’s Heroes is the story of the POW camp that never was – so dubbed by one old 
soldier because the atrocities that occurred there went largely unreported at the time. For 
while the Burma-Thai railway, the Bataan death march and events at Changi and in 
many other parts of Asia became synonymous with Japanese brutality, most of the 
camps  which were set up to provide slave labour for the enemy military machine at 
home were slowly forgotten in the aftermath of World War II. Yet the experiences of 
those who found themselves imprisoned in Japanese camps like the notorious 4-B 
provided a measure of horror to match some of the world’s most notorious war crimes.

Nestled by the riverside in the west-coast Japanese town of Naoetsu, camp 4-B was the 
prison for some 300 Australian soldiers, collectively known as C Force, who spent nearly 
three years of their life there after being taken prisoner in Singapore in February ’42 and 
enduring a spell at the notorious Changi Barracks. Sixty of the 300 died in captivity –
more men per capita than at any other Japanese POW camp. And after the war, eight 
guards were executed for their reign of terror at Naoetsu, a figure that is again more than 
for any other camp in Japan.

In his gripping history, Roger Maynard draws on the diaries and memories of those who 
survived.  Their recollections make compelling reading, but more than that, they 
demonstrate a strength and inner determination that seems impossible to comprehend 
today. How could these blokes endure such physical deprivation and discomfort for so 
long? What happens to men when death is all around them? How do they keep hope 
alive?

Roger Maynard has worked as a journalist and foreign correspondent for over four 
decades. For the past twenty years he has been reporting on Australian affairs for the 
London Times, ITN and CNBC.



A frank, funny and thought-provoking memoir from on e of Australia’s wittiest and 
best-loved columnists and broadcasters

This frank, funny and thought-provoking memoir describes how Richard and his friend 
Philip built a mud brick house in the bush on weekends. This huge and exhausting 
undertaking – it took eight years simply to make the bricks – examines what it means to be 
a man, the nature of male friendships, improvised housebuilding techniques, and the 
extraordinary accomplishment of making something with your own hands.

•For everyone who's dreamed of getting away from it all on a country block on the 
weekend, building their own home, getting to know the locals  ...or just had a go at putting 
up a garden shed. 
• A frank, funny and fresh memoir about what it means to be a man…timely and poignant
• Richard’s previous memoir, Desperate Husbands, has sold to Italy and Poland

Richard Glover is a top-rating broadcaster on ABC radio,  he writes 
a hilarious column each Saturday in the Sydney Morning Herald, and 
he has published a number of books, including The Dag's Dictionary 
(ABC books) and In Bed With Jocasta and Desperate Husbands 
(both HarperCollins). He lives in Sydney with his partner, the 
playwright Debra Oswald, and their two teenage boys.
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A woman becomes a fugitive to regain her two young daughters

It was a case which made international headlines in 2006: two small girls, Cedar, 3 and 
Hannah, 5, were abducted by their Lebanese-Australian father, Joe, and flown into 
Lebanon in the middle of a war. Their distraught Canadian mother, Melissa Hawach, was 
left to figure out where her daughters were, if they were safe and what, if anything, she 
could do to get them back. 
When the courts and all legitimate avenues failed her, Melissa had to make an agonising 
decision; should she break the law and snatch the children from their father? And how 
would she then be able to get them out of the increasingly dangerous Middle East?

Gripping and clear eyed, this is the story of a choice no parent should have to make.

This is the inside story of Melissa Hawach's desperate – and successful – bid to recover 
her children from the father who abducted them and carried them deep into Lebanon. 

•Hawach's story gripped the world, here she reveals her version of what happened for the 
first time.
•One for fans of Not Without My Daughter and similar titles – a mother’s story but also an 
exciting chase/true crime aspect

Rights sold : Dutch (Unieboek), Czech (Euromedia)



In the tradition of Marley and Me, how a grizzled seadog and hardened journalist 
fell under the spell of a small, soft dog called Lu cky.

In his first book, Lucky For Me, journalist Frank Robson described how he and his 
partner Leisa Scott rescued Lucky, an enigmatic, cream coloured terrier from Death 
Row, and watched him become the third member of their high-spirited, independent, 
boat-mad family.

Now, in this equally charming follow up, Frank recounts how the three of them set out on 
their long-planned for open-ended cruise. How at first the trip seems beset by a curse –
in near-freezing conditions Lucky almost drowns, he develops a cancerous lump and has 
to go under the surgeon’s knife, he confronts two savage dogs at a dinner party and 
almost gets his owner beaten up by the drunken host, and he becomes a delightful focus 
for Leisa’s fatally ill mother.

When the trio do finally escape land, the sailing trip is (almost) idyllic, with magical 
islands to discover, a new love interest for Lucky, crocodiles, feral cats, sharks and 
snakes and a bout or two of cabin fever, which require all of Lucky’s skills as a 
relationship counsellor to deflect.

Lucky At Sea  takes readers on the trip of a lifetime, with a four-legged hero guaranteed 
to make them laugh and steal their hearts… 

How it all started… Lucky for Me 

At eighteen months of age, Lucky, a white terrier, was dropped off at a vet’s clinic in 
Queensland, abandoned by his owners and near-paralysed from ticks and other terrors. 
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Queensland, abandoned by his owners and near-paralysed from ticks and other terrors. 
A week from being put down he was adopted by Frank Robson and his partner, Leisa.  
From the start the fluffy new member of the household proved an enigma, displaying a 
12-snort vocabulary, an ability to climb trees (all the better to chase parrots) and a 
disdain for suburbia. In this full-blooded account of friendship between man and dog, 
Robson puzzles on the sentient being who trotted into his life and taught him about 
survival, mateship and the joys of an independent spirit.

•In the bestselling tradition of Marley and Me and From Baghdad with Love
• Two wonderful books about the friendship between man and dog
•Uplifting, a great book to give to dog lovers
•www.luckyforme.com.au website
•Over 27,000 copies sold in Australia! 

Rights sold: German, Polish

Born in New Zealand, Frank Robson spent an itinerate, jack-of-all-trades existence in 
Australia before becoming a journalist. He has worked for numerous publications, from 
The Melbourne Truth to Time, run a freelance press agency, made documentaries, and 
written two previous books, Dare to be Different (on Queensland oddballs), and a novel, 
Food of Fools. Robson has won two Walkley Awards for feature writing and in recent 
years has been a full-time writer with Good Weekend magazine. 
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A beginner’s guide to the decline and fall of the S oviet Union

Kim Traill arrived in the Soviet Union in 1990 with a smattering of local vocabulary, a 
love of classical Russian music and a swag of youthful idealism about the great 
Communist experiment. It would take some time for the scales to fall from her eyes. 
Along the way she would discover a Russia few tourists know about, a country both 
surprising and brutal. She would eat some of the world’s worst food (especially for a 
vegetarian), encounter some of the globe’s scariest toilets, meet some highly 
hospitable people – and many seriously dodgy ones – and follow the lives, aspirations 
and changing fortunes of a wide spectrum of friends and acquaintances: Olga, a former 
patriot, who embraces religion and her job at Ikea; Nadia, a Jewish friend whose life 
has been turned upside down by the State; Tina, who married one of Russia’s 
flamboyant new billionaires; and Rafael, the enigmatic Tatar who cuts hair and dreams 
of being president of his own republic. 
From their lives and from her own adventures, she forms an eye-opening picture of the 
crumbling empire, as it lurches from dark power to glasnost’s ‘open society’ and back 
again.
A lively account of a decade spent discovering Russia, bad food, fatalist mentality, 
thuggish billionaires and all

Freelance film-maker Kim Traill got her start in documentary making with Race Around 
the World, where she was runner-up. She has worked for SBS’s Dateline and ABC’s 
Foreign Correspondent where she specialised in stories about the Soviet Union – and 
was part of the team on the trip Paris to Peking. Kim has spent much of the past 16 
years travelling through Eastern Europe, Afghanistan and the US. She lives in 
Petersham, Sydney with her son, Nik.
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A rock solid colour edition to coincide with the Bl ack Ice world tour – more 
pictures and new material.

A hundred and fifty million albums ago, AC/DC were delivering unforgettable 
performances on ABC TV's Countdown – Bon Scott dressed as the schoolgirl from hell 
on one occasion, Angus Young somewhere inside a gorilla costume on another. In the 
thirty years since, the band has signposted the sexual encounters, drunken adventures, 
fights, weddings, births, funerals, new cars and new tattoos of literally millions of lives 
from Brussels to Brisbane, Montreal to Manchester and all points between.
Not only did they manage to emerge from Bon’s tragic death in 1980, but in a bitter-
sweet irony, the band’s fortunes and status skyrocketed around the world with his 
replacement, Brian Johnson, and the album Back In Black. AC/DC show no sign of 
slowing down and are more an institution than simply a rock band. Try to imagine a 
world without them.

One of the most respected rock journalists in Australia, Murray Engleheart has written 
for countless magazines all over the world for more than a quarter of a century.
Arnaud Durieux is a former rock journalist who has followed AC/DC’s career for 25 
years, amassing the largest archive of AC/DC material anywhere in the world. 

Rights Sold: USA (HarperCollins), Germany (Heyne), UK (Aurum)
Spain, Finland, Sweden, Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, 
Italy, Dutch
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Surviving the Holocaust and the murder of her famil y taught one woman the 
value of forgiveness and reconciliation.

‘Tomorrow’s tomorrow. Today I am alive and I am not going to live like a pig.’
Sabina Wolanski was a 12-year-old in Poland when World War II broke out. As the 
youngest daughter of a privileged Jewish family, she witnessed rapid and horrifying 
changes to her life as Hitler's Nazi regime encouraged neighbour to turn against 
neighbour, and Europe to turn against Jews. In her diary, along with innocent 
adolescent longings for boys and clothes, she recorded daily humiliations and terror, 
and, finally, the murder of her beloved family. She escaped death by being hidden in a 
series of underground cellars.
To survive in post-war Europe and later in Australia, Sabina had to use her wits and her 
natural optimism. She also suppressed her past, believing that if she dwelled on the 
trauma, she would end up – like countless others – too damaged to carry on.
But in 2005, when she was selected to be the sole 'voice' of six million murdered Jews 
and many more survivors, at a controversial memorial in Berlin, she had to at last 
examine the forces which changed her life – and reflect on how they had shaped her. 
Though the Holocaust had taken everything she valued, it had also shown her the 
futility of hatred and discrimination. Her refusal to succumb, her ability to forgive, is, for 
her, her greatest triumph.

‘The pages of this memoir crackle with joie de vivre…immediate, unsentimental prose’ 
Sydney Morning Herald Pick of the Week
‘A fast-paced page-turner…What stands out in particular is Wolanski’s engaging 
honesty…While we admire her courage and determination, we like has just as much for 
her flaws’ Australian Jewish News
‘…This is not only how she survived, this is how she lived her entire life, determined to 
retain her dignity at all costs, to reclaim life’s joys and to not be flattened by the burden 
of the past. And, boy, did she succeed’ The Australianof the past. And, boy, did she succeed’ The Australian

‘Endlessly observant and curious; real passion unde rpins his writing… This is one 
of the best’ Sun Herald

From carpet selling to shepherding – one man's chaotic adventures in Turkey ...

When Brendan Shanahan returned to Turkey after two years to catch up with old friends 
he found much had changed. Not only was the country itself transforming but the lives of 
his Turkish friends seemed to be mirroring the growing pains of a nation on the cusp of 
its biggest transformation since independence. After travelling extensively in the wilds of 
the east – where, among other things, he found himself in the middle of a gunfight, was 
propositioned by shepherds and swam to Armenia in his underpants – Brendan 
eventually agreed to run his friend’s carpet shop in Istanbul. With only the dubious help 
of his carpet-dealer friend, a lovable but frequently demanding bi-polar drug addict, the 
results were often disastrous, frequently hilarious and occasionally poignant. By the end 
of his travels he was broke and owned more carpets than floor, but had come to a 
deeper understanding both of a country he loved and the people he loved in it.

‘endlessly observant and curious; real passion underpins his writing… This is one of the 
best’ Sun Herald
‘Rich with warmth, humour and historical context, and populated by a cast of colourful 
characters…’  Courier Mail
‘Shanahan is a lovely writer completely in command of his subject’ Sunday Telegraph
‘Often laugh-out-loud funny’ Sydney Morning Herald
‘Issues of life, death, violence, sexual propositions and what constitutes an 
uncomfortable silence are thoroughly and hilariously explored’ Independent Weekly
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Why are boys so noisy? Why do they break things? Wh y are they 
fascinated with things that can burn, blind and cri pple them? Why do they 
lose the gift of speech and get so smelly at adoles cence?

All this and more is revealed, with some surprising conclusions about what we 
think we know about the differences between boys and girls, and a few tilts at 
sacred cows. With practical examples and case studies to help all mothers 
raising boys, there’s particular comfort for single mothers worried about the lack 
of men in their son’s lives. Whether you’re a mum, a harassed grandparent, or a 
guardian raising boys who may not be your sons but are your boys all the same, 
this book’s for you. 

If you want effective strategies instead of platitudes, real solutions instead of 
catch-phrases, and a book with chapters on ‘What mums want’, ‘It turns out 
Dad’s not lazy, it’s in his genes’, ‘Throwing like a girl’, ‘Lion taming: managing 
boys’ behaviour’, ‘How to be a cool mum’ and ‘Trouble in Shoe-topia’, then 
welcome to the real world of raising boys.

Coming in March 2010: Fathers Raising Daughters

Respected clinical psychologist, bestselling author, and father of two boys of his 
own, Nigel Latta specializes in working with children with behavioural 
problems, from simple to severe. 

How do you raise well -behaved children in an increasingly badly behaved 
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How do you raise well -behaved children in an increasingly badly behaved 
world? 
For harassed parents struggling to understand why they end up screaming at 
their kids and tearing their hair out trying to make them understand that their 
behaviour has inevitable consequences, here is the ultimate guidebook! 
Practical, commonsense answers, easy to understand explanations and, most 
importantly, realistic strategies and appropriate behavioural modification tools 
that work, from a family therapist who has seen almost everything there is to 
see in the range of child behaviours – and knows all about ‘arsenic hour’.  
Written in down-to-earth language with many original and workable options for 
you to try, this book needs to be handed out at birth. An essential toolkit for the 
modern parent who knows it can and should be better than it is. 
Rights Sold: Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Russian, Hebrew

And now, before your teenagers drive you crazy…
Once you’ve negotiated the terrors of toddlerdom and the perils of primary 
school you think you’ve got a pretty good handle on this parenting thing – then 
along comes Mother Nature with her horrible hormones and suddenly you’re so 
far behind square one you’re starting to wonder if this raging bundle of 
contradictions screaming at you was switched in the night by evil aliens. 
With his now trademark humour and pragmatic common sense approach, Nigel 
debunks the politically correct nightmare of perfect parenting and argues for 
sanity first – yours – and reclaiming the ground parents have lost in the great 
‘I’m my child’s best friend’ debacle. 
A pragmatic, no-punches-pulled style with realistic strategies for stressed 
parents

Coming in 2011: Surviving High Maintenance Kids
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The must-have guide to sleeping, settling and estab lishing routines for your 
newborn

‘As an accomplished businesswoman, I thought: how hard can this baby thing be? 
When my world turned upside down, I felt almost embarrassed asking for help. If only 
I had met Jo Ryan sooner. Not only did she help me have a happier baby but I also 
became a blissfully happy mum.’  Donna Hay

Is your household suffering from sleep deprivation? Are you feeling daunted by the 
prospect of being a new parent? Babybliss contains support and advice on how to 
deal with your baby or small child. 
Jo Ryan has spent her life soothing, assuring and helping new parents – or just 
stressed out parents – with their young babies; giving them practical tips and advice 
on everything from sleeping and eating to crawling and walking, and personality 
development. Jo has helped countless anxious mothers and fathers to become 
confident parents.  Babybliss does not use Controlled Crying as a method of sleep 
training. Jo has developed her own technique over her years of working with babies 
and children which is gentle, amazingly successful and allows babies to learn to sleep 
on their own, all night, with as little stress as possible for them — and their parents! 

•Extremely popular website www.babybliss.com.au 
•Answers many frequently asked questions and shares techniques and advice on all 
issues affecting your baby’s health and happiness.

Jo Ryan is a Registered Nurse with nearly 20 years experience, with most of her 
career spent working in paediatrics. She has a Masters in Public health and has also 
worked as a full-time nanny in Australia and overseas. Jo lives in the beachside worked as a full-time nanny in Australia and overseas. Jo lives in the beachside 
suburb of Bondi, Sydney.

Do you really know what your kids really get up to when you’re not around?

You check the backpack your kid’s taking to the sleepover to check they’ve got clean 
underwear and find condoms, dope and a brand new iPod you’ve never seen before. . 

Welcome to the nightmare many parents wake up to when it’s too late and their child 
is already going places they would never have imagined. 

Glenn Compain is a cop on the beat and he’s tired of picking up the pieces of broken 
lives, shattered families and shredded dreams. He’s seen much too much of the 
things we like to pretend won’t affect us and he’s decided it’s time to speak out.

Time for the permissive anything-and-everything-goes parenting to stop — time for 
some tough love, some rule setting and some hard talking. Because our children are 
our future, and in the world of the street they’re all at risk. Streetwise Parenting gives 
parents an insight into the reality their children need to navigate, providing some of 
the information parents need to help them survive in a world that’s changed from the 
one they knew as children.

Glenn Compain is of Maori, Samoan, African American and French ancestry. He has 
been a representative basketball player, an international aid volunteer, youth worker, 
rap artist and advertising consultant. He serves in the New Zealand Police and is a 
proud husband and father of three sons.
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A handbook for mothers on the challenge of raising teenage boys. 

How do you raise boys to men in a world where trouble beckons at every turn? How 
do you make sure they learn the ‘right’ lessons, stay out of danger, find a path to 
follow? How do you ensure they’ll be OK? From the results of the Good Man Project, 
and her own experience as a mother and prison manager who sees the end result 
when the process goes badly wrong, Celia has applied her laser-sharp insight and no-
nonsense perception to the issues of adolescent boys.

There are lessons for parents, and particularly mothers, that will be uncomfortable, but 
which need to be discussed and debated if we are to stem the tide of wasted lives, 
when young men fall off the bridge of adolescence before they become the men they 
could be. 

•Level-headed, cut to the bone insight into an issue we can no longer afford to ignore 
• 50,000 copies sold in New Zealand alone, plus 70,000+ in Australia.
• Rights Sold: Dutch (Tirion); UK (HarperCollins)
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The Complete Secrets of Happy Children is a special, combined edition of the 
highly acclaimed bestsellers The Secret of Happy Children and More Secrets of 
Happy Children.

Steve Biddulph’s highly acclaimed The Secret of Happy Children and More Secrets of 
Happy Children have been read by over one million people in twenty-six different 
languages, and has become a classic  resource on parent-child communication from 
babyhood to teens. 

World renowned psychologist and family counsellor Steve Biddulph gathers together 
over two decades of knowledge and insight to reveal what is really happening inside 
your kids’ minds and what you should do about it. 

With unparalleled clarity, common sense, and warmth, Biddulph walks you step-by-
step through parent-child communication. His sensible and often humorous advice will 
give you the confidence to be more yourself as a parent—stronger, more loving, more 
definite, more relaxed. Biddulph covers a wide variety of issues important to your 
children’s—and your—happiness, 
These are books about putting love into action, about knowing what you are doing and 
why, and about raising twenty-second century children you can be proud of.

Steve Biddulph has been a family therapist for over twenty years and his multi million 
selling books have been translated into twenty languages. In the UK he lectures and 
gives annual workshops organised by the Parent Network Group. Biddulph has been 
hailed by The Times as ‘a mixture between Doctor Spock and Billy Connolly’. 

Backlist Rights Sold: US (Avalon), UK (HarperCollins), Spanish (Edaf), Portuguese 
Brazil (Fundamento), Portuguese Portugal (Alda Editores), German (Heyne), French 
(Marabout),  Italian (TEA), Spanish (Edaf), Romanian (Cosmos), Korean 
(Bookhouse), Arabic (Jarir), Thai (Good Morning), Turkish (Ilya Izmir Basim), Slovene 
(Mladinska), Croatian (Mladinska), Greek (Patakis), Japanese (PHP), Serbian 
(Prometej), Indonesian (Gramedia), Russian (Ripol), Polish (Rebis), Chinese Simple 
(Shanghai Scientific), Bulgaria (Colibri)
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An accessible, practical and essential handbook to resolving conflict, both in 
personal life and within organisations. 

"I have a real belief in people. If you listen to them, and allow them to be heard, you'll 
reveal the real problem. The real problem isn't always the one on the table – it's often 
the one under the table that nobody's talking about – solve that problem and everything 
else will fall into place.”  David Bogan

In these difficult and stressful times, it’s important to know how to manage conflict, both 
personal and professional.  In this fresh new look at conflict resolution and mediation, 
professional mediator David Bogan gives practical and useful strategies for both home 
and  work and shows how we can live both more happily and more successfully by 
learning different ways of approaching conflict.

David Bogan is an international mediator and conflict manager, operating across 
several jurisdictions. He has taken part in international panels and conferences and in 
2006 joined the steering committee of the US based International Coalition of 
Concerned Mediators. David has been successfully engaged in settling major health, 
fraud, class actions and long running disputes, including a civil murder claim.

Featuring a foreword and peer-reviewed by Dr Luis Miguel Dias , president of the 
Interdisciplinary Center for Conflict Management (based in Mexico City) and the author 
of more than 100 articles and 15 books. 

Why you shouldn’t retire and how not to

Avoid retirement and stay alive is the simple message behind this potentially 
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Avoid retirement and stay alive is the simple message behind this potentially 
life-changing book. The authors’ basic premise is that retirement is notion to be 
banished from all sensible conversation and promotes the idea that no one 
should retire and no one should want to retire. Quite apart from the economic 
reality that our respective Governments can’t possible afford the retirement we 
all expected when we started our working lives.

Instead they say we should look at rearranging our lives to suit our changing 
circumstances, but allow no room for the idea of a use-by date when we stop 
and vegetate – because that’s when we die, usually of boredom. 

A hard-hitting look at the Western economic history of retirement and how it 
has no place in the modern world, the authors provide case studies and a 
workable blueprint for changing our expectations and our plans for the second 
half of our working lives.

•Practical, pragmatic and accessible 

Rights Sold: World English excl ANZ (McGraw Hill), Korea (Nexus Press)
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Invaluable tips for dealing with life

Ever needed to unclog a sink drain? How do you skip a stone? What’s the best way to 
look after your pearls? Haven’t we all shrunk our favourite sweater, been stuck with a flat 
tyre or wondered how to light a campfire?

Become the envy of all your friends as you learn how to parallel park, boil the perfect egg 
and give the best massage – (with thanks to granny). 

You’ll never wonder how to do the Heimlich manoeuvre or open a Swiss bank account 
again!

•Some of the chapters in this essential guide include:
•Etiquette
•Clothing and Jewellery
•Gardening
•Food and drink
•DIY
•Out and About

Based on an incredibly successful column in the Sunday Star Times, ‘Granny’ has 
become a phenomenon in New Zealand. Now ‘Granny’s’ practical, down-to-earth advice 
and quirky tone is available to readers worldwide, in a user-friendly, beautifully designed 
format.
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Inspiration from Mother Nature… An irresistible gift  book

The ultimate gift for animal lovers, these endearing quirky and delightfully cute animal 
photographs have been put together with words of wisdom and humour that will have 
universal appeal. After all, research has shown that looking at photos of cute animals is 
officially good for you, so this delightful selection will be perfect as a gift for anyone who 
needs a reason to smile.

Thumbnail portraits of the animals, with the details of their particular story and 
circumstances are also provided for those who want to know a little more after seeing 
the photograph and reading the quotation. 

Warm, wise, funny and irresistibly cute, this photographic book will not fail to warm your 
heart 
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